[Clinical case of the month. Apropos of pancytopenia in a seropositive patient].
A 37-year old patient, HIV-1-infected, consulted for progressive weakness and dyspnea on exertion, increasing over three months. Complete blood count showed pancytopenia, while the bone marrow revealed severe hypoplasia. Other investigations, including serology for CMV, vitamin levels, Coombs test, gastroscopy and colonoscopy were non contributing. A diagnosis of zidovudine-induced medullary aplasia was made; the clinical course was favourable after this drug was replaced by triple therapy. The authors discuss the differential diagnosis of cytopenias in the patient infected by HIV and they suggest a diagnostic approach.